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Worship Windows I
February 5, 2012
8:30 and 11:00 A.M. Younger Level

The Story:  The Parable of the Sower


In our Worship Center this winter we are focusing on several of the parables that Jesus told.  A parable story is like a golden present.  It is a story, which is precious like gold and it is given to us to unwrap.  It is “our” story from which to learn.  A golden present has a lid to be opened.  When you remove the “lid” of a parable you can discover something precious within the story.  Jesus told these parable stories to those who followed him.... They are still given to us today as we follow him...


Jesus once told the people this parable... 


Once a sower (farmer) went out to sow (plant) his seeds...  


Some of the seeds fell on the hard path...  



the birds flew down upon the path  and ate them.  


Some of the seeds fell on the rocks... 



the seeds began to grow.  




However, the roots could not grow... the plants withered in the sun.  


Some seeds fell among the thorns... 



the thorns choked the roots as they tried to grow.  


And some of the seeds fell on good soil, where the seeds grew, and grew, and grew. 



 At the harvest, these seeds brought forth lots of grain.  

The Scripture:      Matthew 13: 3-8; Mark 4: 1-8; Luke 8: 5-8
Wondering Questions
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- I wonder how the sower felt when the seed was scattered?...


- I wonder how the little seeds that fell on the hard path felt?... 


- I wonder how the little seeds that fell among the rocks felt?...


- I wonder how the little seeds that fell in thorny soil felt?...


- I wonder if all the seeds wanted to grow?...


- I wonder how the seeds that fell on the good soil felt?...


- I wonder if it feels good to grow?...


- I wonder how such a tiny seed can produce so much grain?...

- I wonder what the ground could represent?...

- I wonder what the seeds could represent?...


- I wonder how we grow in our lives?...

- I wonder why Jesus told this parable?... 
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Parents – Come Worship with your Children
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Extra adult help is very helpful in our Worship Centers (11:00 Service).  We would like for parents to sign up to worship with your children and to help the Worship Leader, on a Sunday morning this winter and spring.  This is an excellent way to see what happens in our worship center, experience worship through the eyes of your child, and to help our Worship Leaders as they lead.  A sign up sheet is outside the Worship Center.  Thanks for your support and help!

Easter Egg/Holy Treasure Hunt Team Developing


Our Fourth annual Easter Egg/Holy Treasure Hunt is scheduled for Saturday, April 7.  We are in need of adults who would be willing to serve on a Team to organize and implement this special outreach activity for the children of our Church and community. Our first team meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 20 at 11:00.   If you have any questions, please contact Joyce Fry (joycefry@trcholland.org or 392-1459).  Thank you.

Save the Dates:  Backyard Bash and VBS 2012


As you start making your summer plans we want to let you know of some special dates that you won’t want to miss.  Our annual Backyard Bash is being planned for Wednesday, August 1 (6-8 PM), and Vacation Bible School will be held the next week, August 6-9 in the evening.  Save the dates and plan now to join us for our fun summer ministry programs!  
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“     Our Stars Will Shine” TASC Talent and Hobby Night
All children of our church are invited to be part of our TASC Talent and Hobby Night on Wednesday, February 15.  Does your child like to sing?  Paint pictures?  Build legos?  Play an instrument?  Or have another talent or hobby which they would like to share?  Then we would love to have your child participate in this special event.  Children must have a completed, signed permission form in order to participate.  Forms can be picked up in the Gathering space.  For more information check the Children’s Bulletin Board or contact Joyce Fry (joycefry@trcholland.org; 392-1459).

All Church Winter Retreat

Our annual “All Church Retreat” is scheduled for Friday, March 9- Sunday, March 11 at Timber Wolf Lake Camp in Lake City, MI.   This event is a wonderful chance for families and children to connect and enjoy fun, faith and fellowship together.  If you have any questions about this event feel free to contact me (Joyce Fry) or any of the people on the Retreat Planning Team.  More information and sign up information is available in the Gathering Space or on Third’s website (you can also register online at our website).  We hope you will join us!

Prayer:

Lord, thank you for the parable of the Sower and his seeds.  Help us to hear the meaning behind the parable.  Our hearts are like soil.  Help our hearts to be like the good soil, ready to hear and respond to You.  “Sow” your Word into our hearts so that our love for You and others, grows, and grows, and grows!  In the name of Jesus, we pray,  Amen.  

We Look Forward To worshipping
with you next Sunday!
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