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Worship Windows II
February 5, 2012
11:00 A.M. Older Level

The Story:  Jesus and the Tax Collectors  

Everywhere that Jesus went, people gathered.  They wanted to be close to Jesus, because they knew that Jesus showed love to everyone.  He loved people who were sick, and poor, and lonely, and scared, and he even showed love and care for young children.  People knew that Jesus was their friend.


One day Jesus was walking by the sea.  People followed him as he walked…  The fishermen, Peter, Andrew, James, and John all followed Jesus… women followed… and men followed… children followed… and even the sick, and poor and lonely followed…  

And there were men that were watching Jesus… the religious scribes from the synagogue were watching Jesus to see what he would do… they were watching to see what he would teach… they did not like Jesus… they did not want to follow Jesus…
On the road by the sea were tax booths.  People who walked on the roads had to pay a tax.  People did not like to pay this money.  They did not like the tax collectors who took their money.  The tax collectors would often take more money than they should have collected.  The tax collectors often would cheat the people.  

As Jesus was walking on the road he saw a tax collector in the tax booth.  The tax collector’s name was Levi.  Jesus looked at Levi and said, “Follow me”.  Surprisingly, Levi got up and left his tax booth and started to follow Jesus.  
And even more surprising to the crowd was that Jesus went to Levi’s house for dinner.  And as they ate dinner, many more tax collectors and sinners came to Levi’s house to listen to Jesus.  They had a big feast.
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But the religious scribes from the synagogue were angry when they saw Jesus with the tax collectors and sinners.  They asked Jesus’ disciples “why does your teacher eat with sinners and tax collectors?”  Jesus heard these words.  He answered them, “Those who are well do not need a doctor; but those who are sick do.  I have come not to call those who are good, but those who are sinners.  I have come to call them to change their lives.  I have come to call them to follow the way of the Kingdom of God.”
The Scripture
Mark 2: 13-`17;  Matthew 9: 9-13;  
Luke 5: 27-32
Wondering Questions

· I wonder why the tax collectors cheated the people?...

· I wonder how Levi felt knowing that people did not like him?...
· I wonder why Jesus called Levi to follow him?...
· I wonder how the other disciples felt when Jesus called a tax collector to be a disciple?...
· I wonder why the religious scribes were angry with Jesus for eating at Levi’s house?...
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I wonder what Jesus words “I have come to call those who are sinners” means?...
· I wonder if these are good words for us today?...
Save the Dates:  Backyard Bash and VBS 2012


As you start making your summer plans we want to let you know of some special dates that you won’t want to miss.  Our annual Backyard Bash is being planned for Wednesday, August 1 (6-8 PM), and Vacation Bible School will be held the next week, August 6-9 in the evening.  Save the dates and plan now to join us for our fun summer ministry programs!  
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Easter Egg/Holy Treasure Hunt Team Developing


Our Fourth annual Easter Egg/Holy Treasure Hunt is scheduled for Saturday, April 7.  We are in need of adults who would be willing to serve on a Team to organize and implement this special outreach activity for the children of our Church and community. Our first team meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 20 1t 11:00.   If you have any questions, please contact Joyce Fry (joycefry@trcholland.org or 392-1459).  Thank you.
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“     Our Stars Will Shine” TASC Talent and Hobby Night
All children of our church are invited to be part of our TASC Talent and Hobby Night on Wednesday, February 15.  Does your child like to sing?  Paint pictures?  Build legos?  Play an instrument?  Or have another talent or hobby which they would like to share?  Then we would love to have your child participate in this special event.  Children must have a completed, signed permission form in order to participate.  Forms can be picked up in the Gathering space.  For more information check the Children’s Bulletin Board or contact Joyce Fry (joycefry@trcholland.org; 392-1459).

All Church Winter Retreat

Our annual “All Church Retreat” is scheduled for Friday, March 9- Sunday, March 11 at Timber Wolf Lake Camp in Lake City, MI.   This event is a wonderful chance for families and children to connect and enjoy fun, faith and fellowship together.  If you have any questions about this event feel free to contact me (Joyce Fry) or any of the people on the Retreat Planning Team.  More information and sign up information is available in the Gathering Space or on Third’s website (you can also register online at our website).  We hope you will join us!

Prayer:

Lord, we thank you for the story of Levi and the tax collectors.  Thank you Jesus, for the surprising words that you spoke so long ago, “Levi, come follow me… I came not for the good people but for the sinners.  I have come to teach you a new way to live”.  

Jesus, you came to call us to follow you, too.  But we know that we are sinners.  We do not live perfectly the way God wants us to live.  But you have called us to follow, even though we are sinners.  Thank you that your grace that accepts us when we ask for your forgiveness.  Thank you for allowing us to be part of the Kingdom of God!  In Jesus name we pray,  Amen.
We look forward to worshipping with you Again next Sunday!
Have a wonderful week!
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