
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 9, 2007    10:00 a.m.

THE APPROACH TO GOD
PRELUDE                    Morning Has Broken                 arr. by Fred Bock

VOTUM                                                                           

SENTENCES    (responsively)
This is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

*SALUTATION                                                                            

+*HYMN OF PRAISE                          Tune: MIT FREUDEN ZART
       Sing praise to God, who reigns above, 

the God of all creation, the God of power, the God of love, 
the God of our salvation; with healing balm my soul is filled, and every faithless murmur 
stilled: 
to God all praise and glory!

What God’s almighty power hath made, 
God’s gracious mercy keepeth; 
By morning glow or evening shade 
God’s watchful eye ne’er sleepeth;
Within the kingdom of God’s might, 
Lo! all is just and all is right: to God all praise and glory!

The Lord is never far away, but through all grief distressing, 
an ever present help and stay, 
our peace, and joy, and blessing; 
as with a mother’s tender hand, 
God gently leads the chosen band: 
to God all praise and glory!

Thus all my gladsome way along, I sing aloud Thy praises that all may hear the grateful 
song 
my voice unwearied raises. Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, both soul and body take your 
part: to God all praise and glory!

*PRAYER  (responsively)
O God, we praise you through our hymns and songs
today and each day.
We praise you through our prayers
today and each day.
We need to set ourselves aside in order to focus on you
today and each day.
In doing so, we know your greatness
today and each day.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.

(congregation may exchange the Peace)

INVITATION TO CONFESSION



PRAYER OF CONFESSION    (in unison) 
silent prayers of confession

Almighty God, we admit that worshipping you can be a difficult thing to do. We may feel 
like our actions are empty or even dishonest. We come to Sunday worship, but we may not set 
our minds or hearts on you. Sometimes we sit in the pew thinking of ourselves or judgmental 
thoughts of others. Help us to focus more often on your greatness and worthiness. Help us to 
recognize times each day when you are speaking to us, and when we are aware of your 
presence among us. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

RESPONSE      (sung)        Tune: TRENTHAM
Breathe on me, Breath of God, Fill me with life anew,
That I may love what Thou dost love, 
And do what Thou wouldst do.                                                         

CALL TO NEW OBEDIENCE   (responsively)
What is the first and great commandment?
Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.
What is the second commandment like it?
Love your neighbor as yourself.
What does this mean?
Love is the way we can show our obedience to God.
To what does this call us?
To live in faith, doing everything with love.

THE WORD OF GOD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                           

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES TO THIRD GRADERS AND YOUNG DISCIPLES

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Psalm 1:1-3                                        p. 489
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 14:25-33                                                    p. 78
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

 
*HYMN OF PREPARATION                Tune: AURELIA

O Christ, the great foundation on which your people stand
To preach Your true salvation in every age and land:
Pour out Your Holy Spirit to make us strong and pure,
To keep the faith unbroken as long as worlds endure.

Baptized in one confession, one church in all the earth,
We bear our Lord’s impression, the sign of second birth:
One holy people gathered in love beyond our own,
By grace we were invited, by grace we make You known.

Where tyrants’ hold is tightened, 
where strong devour the weak,
Where innocents are frightened, the righteous fear to speak,
There let Your church awaking attack the powers of sin
And, all their ramparts breaking, with You the victory win.



This is the moment glorious when He who once was dead
Shall lead His church victorious, 
their champion and their head.
The Lord of all creation His heavenly kingdom brings,
The final consummation, the glory of all things.

SERMON                        “Faith Foundations”    
Witness to Faith; Foundations for Discipleship; 

Opportunities for Building Faith

ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE

SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION

THE RESPONSE TO GOD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:    Apostles’ Creed   (in unison)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY AND FELLOWSHIP

COMMISSIONING OF TEACHERS AND LEADERS

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH IN RECOGNITION OF ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY YEARS OF GOD’S BLESSING
 (responsively)

O Lord, our God, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
You have made us, and you still preserve us with everything 
we need to nourish our body and bring joy to our life.
You are our gracious Father in heaven.
Lord, our God, how glorious is your name in all the earth! 
You have freed us lost and condemned creatures from the curse of sin, from the sting of death, 
and from slavery to the devil.
You made us your own 
that we may serve you with a joyful heart.
You have united us into one family 
through our Lord Jesus Christ and kept us in the true faith.
Give us the gifts of the Spirit: unwavering trust, 
love that knows no limit, and courage to meet 
every trial now and at the end of our life.
You have been good to us for so many years and given us many opportunities to glorify your name 
and proclaim your wonderful deeds from one generation to another.



We thank you for upholding your flock through fortune and misfortune, through times of 
war and peace, of depression, recession, and prosperity.
We praise you that you have prospered Christian Education among us, by which the truths of our 
Savior are imprinted on young souls.
We thank you for the ministry and service of the called workers and lay volunteers now 
fallen asleep.
Keep this congregation firm in faith and steadfast in their service, so that generations yet unborn 
may share your gift of eternal life.
Continue to be with us in the future as you have been in the past.

SIGNING OF THE FRIENDSHIP FOLDER

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY   Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God   arr. by Fred Bock               

*DOXOLOGY  Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs  592
          Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

THE LORD’S PRAYER  (in unison)  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN OF DEDICATION 

       
Tune: PSALM 42

Sing and tell our Savior’s story, 

starting from creation’s birth,

God’s design for human glory, love embracing all the earth.

Joyful news we have to tell, whispered long in Israel,

then in Jesus clearly spoken, bread of life from body broken.

Celebrate our founding vision, simple truth to set us free,

sung, or argued with precision, carried far by land and sea:

“God in Christ is fully known. 

Trust in God’s great love alone.



All can meet our Friend and Savior in the heart, 

and in the scripture.”

Marvel at the Word, unbounded, 

grandly spreading time and space,

gladly then in Jesus grounded, smiling in a Jewish face, 

life surrendered and begun, freed to live in everyone: 

meet the Christ in men and women, 

in our elders and our children.

Gather now to pray and listen. 

Heed the Word we need to hear, 

teaching, touching every person, easing grief and fear.
Singing, bringing heart and mind, all who seek will fully find at the pulpit and the table 
love to challenge and enable.

Give our thirsty sons and daughters, 

not our culture’s ebb and flow, 

but the Spirit’s living waters, welling from the Rock below. 

See and seek the distant gleam, justice, flowing like a stream. 

Move with eager exploration, ready still for reformation.

––written by Brian Wren in commemoration of

Third Reformed Church’s 125th anniversary.
 
*BLESSING                                                                 

POSTLUDE               We Are God’s People                         Johannes Brahms

+L a t e c o m e r s w i l l b e s e a t e d .     

*Those who are able may stand.

Worship Leaders: Dr. Richard Bates, preaching; Jeff Maatman, Grace DuMez, Stacy Kamphuis, 
Carol Segrist, Milly Ten Brink, Josey Beird, Michelle Millen, Madeline Dykhouse, Eliza Beird, 
Owen Beird, Anan Beird, Irwin Brink, Charles Hunt, Mary Van Voorst, Rev. Kama Jongerius, Lee 
Ten Brink, Marcia Floding, Nate Schipper, Janet Tazelaar, Jay Mosterd, Mike Van Doornik, 



liturgists; Linda Strouf, Minister of Music.

TODAY
We welcome all who worship with us and ask visitors and members to sign the Friendship Folders so 
that we may get to know one another.
Please join us in the Gathering Place for refreshments and fellowship after the worship service.

The flowers at the chancel today are given by Esther Vande Bunte in memory of her husband, 
Richard Vande Bunte, and his mother, Vera Hintz.

FOR THOSE  WHO  DESIRE  PRAYER  for yourself and others, Phyllis Brown and Carl Folkert will be 
available to pray with you following today’s worship service. Please make your way to the Place of 
Prayer following the service (located in the south hallway on the main level).

ASSISTING TODAY: Deacons – Jeff Voskuil, John Ruiter, Habeeb Awad, Jay Mosterd.

CHILD CARE is available in the nurseries during the worship service. Attendants: Susie Vander Kolk, 
Andy Zoerman, Ryan and Leslie Baker, Barbara Hartgerink.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AND DESSERT
6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

During this congregational dessert, the Search Committee will introduce Rev. Kent Frens to you and 
you will have an opportunity to get to know him and his family. Following a time of questions and 
answers, Kent will close the night with a devotional meditation. Assuming your affirmation of this 
recommendation, the consistory intends to meet following the meeting to issue a call to him.

THIRD REFORMED CHURCH
111 West 13th Street, Holland, Michigan  49423

(616) 392-1459 - Fax (616) 392-8412
E-mail:  HYPERLINK "mailto:trc@freenet.macatawa.org" trc@macatawa.org

Website: www.trcholland.org
CareLine:  (616) 393-5574 or (800) 937-5774

THIS WEEK
SUNDAY 
     11:15 a.m. All Church Picnic

6:00 p.m. Congregational Meeting
MONDAY
 7:00 p.m. Women’s Ministries Program
TUESDAY  

8:00 a.m. Ruth Circle at Phyllis Brown’s
(297 Winter Oaks West)

9:15 a.m. Staff
9:30 a.m. Elizabeth and Hannah Circles
7:00 p.m. Deacons

 WEDNESDAY
6:15 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Saints
8:00 a.m. Morning Prayers
1:30 p.m. Rachel Circle
5:00 p.m. Advent Planning Team
5:50 p.m. TASC Dinner
6:45 p.m. TASC Classes
6:45 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

THURSDAY
7:00 p.m. Fellowship Committee at Diane De Vries’

(1718 Waukazoo Dr.)
7:00 p.m. Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting



7:00 p.m. Special Education Ministry
FRIDAY

  7:00 a.m. S & A Ministry Group
SATURDAY

Newsletter Deadline    

PERSONAL
Share your prayer concerns by using the prayer request cards found in the Friendship Folders. Place 
the requests in the offering plate. Please remember in prayer those in the hospital and in care 
facilities.
SYMPATHY is extended to John, Marj, Katherine, and Elizabeth Hoekstra, and Crystal Bultje in the 
death of John’s father, Jack Hoekstra, on September 5 in Kalamazoo.

CONGRATULATIONS to Stan Boven whose 96th birthday is today.
PRAYER  SPOTLIGHT: Holland Hospital – Beverly Pershing. Bill Charlton, Frank Smith and Betty 
Arendshorst have returned home from the hospital, and Bill Arendshorst has returned home from The 
Inn.  Out of Town – Alma Halko, 10025 Polk, Zeeland, 49464, Jo Rediger, 2304 Versailles Ct., 
Rockwall, TX 75032, Elisabeth Ten Zythoff, 1750 W. Bennett St. #3A, Springfield, MO  65807; 
Home – Glenn Bruggers, Jan Bosch, Tina Greve, Ethel Swets, Gerry Tillema. In the Military – Tom 
Piaget, German Moran, David Mummert, Joel Zuidema.

GENERAL ITEMS
THIRD SUNDAY FOR HUNGER: Next Sunday, September 16, non-perishable food and other necessities 
will be collected for our monthly food drive. Donated items can be placed in the designated box in 
the Gathering place.
THIRD SUNDAY PIZZA LUNCH will be next Sunday, September 16 following the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service.

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE: Sunday, September 16 we will return to two services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Today is the final day of registration for L.I.F.T. small group sessions. Please visit the table in the 
Gathering Place to register for a group, to purchase a book, or to obtain information regarding this 
opportunity for “Living In Faith Together.” Committee members will be available at the table to 
answer questions and assist with registration. L.I.F.T. leaders will be contacting group members this 
week with plans for your first session.
WOMEN OF THIRD: You are invited to attend the Women’s Ministries opening meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, September 10. Carol Bechtel, the author of our new Bible study guide, will introduce us to 
“Above and Beyond: Hearing the Call in Jonah and Ruth.” Copies of the study book are available for 
Circle members and newcomers in the Gathering Place today. Please take the book that has your 
name on it.
TASC: Third’s After Supper Club will begin Wednesday, September 12. Dinner will start at 5:50 
p.m. (note new time), 6:15 announcements, 6:20 worship/skits, 6:35 dismissal. Classes are available 
for all ages. Adult opportunities include: L.I.F.T. groups will study “Traveling the Prayer Paths of 
Jesus” by John Indermark in room 7 and the Centennial Room; Knitting Ministry – Prayer shawls 
have brought comfort and care to many members in their time of need. Join this group in the library 
for a significant ministry impact and great fellowship; Book Group – Joel Schoon Tanis will be 
facilitating this study and discussion, in the office conference room, of the book “The Irresistible 
Revolution: Living as an Ordinary Radical” by Shane Claiborne. Books will be available for purchase 
at the first session.
Please save empty cereal and cracker boxes and bring them to the church by Sunday, September 9 to 
be used for a TASC project.
ADULT  EDUCATION  CLASSES begin next week with “Reunited by a Common Heritage: Is there an 
RCA/CRC Future?” led by Donald Luidens and Roger Nemeth.
VESPER SERVICES at 6:00 p.m. begin next Sunday, September 16. Nate and Bekah Schipper will tell 
us about “Our Trip to Malawi.”



DRIVERS  NEEDED: One of our church rentals is home to a single mom with no means of 
transportation. She has been a joy for the church team to work with, and is really committed to 
succeeding in the program. She attends local meetings on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday nights. 
She also travels to Jonesville, Michigan to visit her young son several Saturdays a month. And 
occasionally she needs rides to daytime appointments. Some of the driving commitments include her 
3 daughters. If anyone would be willing to hear more information, or join our driving rotation, we 
would really appreciate it. The time is minimal, but really important. Please call, 566-7189, or e-
mail, tammymosterd@yahoo.com, Jay or Tammy Mosterd.
Stop by the library to see how a book inspired one of our members and check out the latest book 
displays. It’s time for fall reading!
SIGN UP begins next Sunday, September 16 for “What’s for Dinner?” October 12 and November 9.
SIGN  UP next Sunday, September 16 for Third Reformed’s Annual Apple Picking at Dutch Market 
(196 and 109th Ave – exit 26) on Sunday, September 23 at 2:00 p.m. To help you get into the spirit, 
donut holes and cider will be served.

YOUNG DISCIPLES, for children 3rd-5th grades, will meet next Sunday, September 16, in the chapel, 
during the 8:30 a.m. service.

THE CHURCH STAFF
Interim Pastor Richard Bates
Minister of Congregational Life Kama Jongerius
Calling Pastor William Unzicker*
Coordinator of Congregational Care Delores Bechtel*
Minister of Music Linda K. Strouf*
Director of Children’s Ministries Marcia Floding*
Youth Director Nate Schipper
Young Disciples Director Michelle Millen*
Seminary Intern Mark Reynoso*
Children’s Choir Director Mary Van Voorst*
Secretaries Kristen Beckner, Carol Ter Beek*
Custodian Mark Faga
Kitchen Coordinator Judy Bosch*
Treasurer/Interim Administrator Harvey J. Buter*
Recording Treasurer Delwyn Van Dyke*
Archivist/Historian Elton J. Bruins*
Minister of Music Emeritus                                     Roger J. Rietberg
*indicates part time staff

Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, & Chapel
wired with an Induction Hearing Loop.

A Stephen Ministry Congregation



MISSIONARIES WE SUPPORT
Jaime Amaro, Monterrey, Mexico 
Martha Amaro, Monterrey, Mexico 
Roger De Young, Mission Stewardship and Coordinator

for Mexico and Venezuela
Lance and Elizabeth Edwards, Mozambique
James and Sharon Heneveld, Chiapas, Mexico
Wayne and Miho Jansen, Japan
Rowland, Jr. and Jane Van Es, Kenya
Betty Voskuil, Coordinator, Reformed Church World Service and 

Diaconal Ministries 
Japanese Ministry in West Michigan

THE CONSISTORY
PROGRAM ELDERS
Irwin Brink Mark Hiskes
Lorna Cook Kristen Johnson
Deb DuMez John Nordstrom
Greg Dykhouse Ed Stielstra

PARISH ELDERS
Kathy Miedema (1) Lynne Caskey (13)
Renske Karsen (2) Milly Ten Brink (14)
Charles Hunt (3) Bill Doezema (15)
Marilyn Norman (4) Scott Millen (16)
Sarah Unzicker (5) Jeff Maatman (17)
Katherine Hunsberger (6) John Hoekstra (18)



Anna Ritsema (7) Elaine Tanis (19)
Sherrill Ball (8)  (20)
Jan Benningfield (9) Phyllis Brown (21)
Mike Van Doornik (10)  Barb Moreau (22)
Roger Rietberg (11) Lucille Schroeder (23)
Wayne Westenbroek (12) Kate Bolt (24)

DEACONS
Karin Ashcroft Kim McDonough
Habeeb Awad Jay Mosterd 
Jeff Beird Jon Rietberg
Lynne Bonnette John Ruiter
Steve Bulthuis Bekah Schipper
Rick Frens Tom Ten Hoeve
Laura Halsey Jeff Voskuil
Linda Jacobs 




